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pecuniary partnerships those who "contribute more^ receive
more, so also it ought to be in friendship. But the needy
and the worse character argue differently 3 for they say, that
it is the duty of a good friend to assist the needy; for what
advantage is there, they say, in being the friend of a good
or powerful man, if they are to receive nothing from it ?

2^ Each party seems to claim what is right, and it seems
that each ought to give to each a greater share out of the
friendship, but not of the same thing : but to the wealthy, a
greater share of honour, to the needy, a greater share of
gain 3 for honour is the reward of virtue and kindness, and
gain is an assistance to indigence. This seems to be the
same also in- states; for he, who furnishes no good to the
community, is not honoured ; for public property is given to
the public benefactor, and honour is public property. For
we cannot receive money and honour at once from the public
stock; for no one puts up with a less share of every thing1,
-. Consequently to him who puts up with less money, they
give honour; and to him who likes presents, money; for
proportion equalizes and preserves friendship, as has been
said.

3. On this footing then the unequal must associate; and
he, who has received benefit from the money or virtue of the
other, must make a return of honour, repaying whatever
he is able $ for friendship requires what is possible, not what
is proportionate ; for this is not possible in every thing, for
instance, in honour paid to the gods and to parents: for no
one can ever make a proportionate return ; but he, who at-
tends upon them to the extent of his ability, is considered
good. Whence also it would appear unlawful for a son to
abandon his father, but lawful for a father to abandon his
son : for he that is in debt, ought to pay 5 but there is no*
thing which the son can do equivalent to the benefits re-
"ceived; so that he is always in debt j and those who have
debts owing them, have po\yer to release the debtor; con-
sequently the father has, At the same time perhaps it would
seem that no one Would separate himsejf, unless the other